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vintage 

2014

MAD CRUSH  
Grenache 45%, Tempranillo 19%, Malbec 18%, Mourvedre 9%, Zinfandel 9%

our infatuation with delicacy. the innocence of an ingénue; the 
bone structure of a star.

Bright notes of fresh cherries, dried cranberries, and orange zest are followed 
by layers of floral violet and lavender, sage and cedar wood, and a hint of 
black licorice. The interplay of fruit and spice continues on the palate joined by 
a lively acidity.  Finally, the rustic structure of the wine carries it to a satisfying 
caramel finish that lingers and lingers.   

vinification 
Fermentation Fermented in a combination of 1-ton open top tanks and small 
stainless steel tanks following a five day cold soak. Open top lots were 
punched-down by hand 2-3 times daily and tank lots were pumped over twice 
per day.  Lots were pressed off the skins after a total of 14-21 days of skin 
contact time.
Aging 12-14 months post fermentation in a mixture of French oak puncheons 
and barriques (~30% new oak).

appellation & vineyard 
Templeton Gap District, Paso Robles, ONX Estate

technical details 
pH 3.77    Alcohol 15.1%  
Acidity 5.0 g/L   Cases Produced 561

“Another beauty is the 2014 Mad Crush. It’s a perfumed,             
Grenache-dominated blend (there’s 19% Tempranillo, 18% Malbec 
and smaller amounts of Mourvedre and Zinfandel) that exhibits 
classic notes of kirsch, truffle, olives, spice and sweet black cherries 
on the nose. Textured, pure, layered and downright sexy, it’s a joy to 
drink, and I see no need to delay gratification either.”

w i n e 
advocate 

91PTS

“Inky purple. A wild, intensely perfumed bouquet evokes primary 
dark berries, incense and peppery spices. Sweet and expansive on 
the palate, offering juicy blackberry and blueberry flavors that are 
sharpened and given lift by a jolt of tangy acidity. Smoothly plays 
richness off vivacity and finishes sappy and long, displaying building 
spiciness and sneaky tannins that add frame and grip.”

“Plump and zesty, with floral raspberry and spicy truffle aromas and 
layered, supple flavors of cherry and spicy cinnamon. Drink now 
through 2026.”
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